
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Creation” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Blessing Unleashed” is the sixth in the series.  You will find the order of worship 
for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
  5:00 p.m.    Kids for Christ
  5:00 p.m.    Youth Ministry
  5:30 p.m.    Growth Groups
  7:30 p.m.    The Oaks College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday School 
classes are offered at 10:05 
a.m. for all ages. To learn more 
about Adult Sunday School 
classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send her an 
e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:       Church Closed 
     Columbus Day
Tuesday:
    6:00 p.m.    Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
    6:45 p.m.    Growth Groups
    7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
             if you’d like to know more about becoming involved in the items 
                                        on the schedule below.

Children’s Ministry:  Memorizing Scripture
   This year at Kids for Christ, we are really working on memorizing 
the Scripture.
   We make it a game in which the children can earn points for their 
team for memorizing, and so far it is going well. 
   As the kids memorize a certain passage, they can sign their names 
on the poster, and once they have memorized all five of the selected 
passages (or books of the Bible, or the Apostles’ Creed, etc.), their 
name and picture will be placed in the Hall of Fame! 
    I think it is important to help our kids not only hear the scripture, 
but also plant it deep in their heart. 
    Hopefully as they commit it to memory, it will truly be a part of 
them that they can remember and draw from as times of trial come 
into their lives. 
    I'm so proud of our kids for working hard to commit to this! 
    Grace and Peace! — Alayna  Brooks



College Ministry:  Photo Scavenger Hunt @ The Oaks Tonight!

Youth Ministry:  Hey, Youth! You’re Invited!

  I realize that both this weekend 
and next weekend are a bit different 
for college students in Abilene. 
McMurry and ACU are both hosting 
their Homecoming celebrations, 
while HSU is taking its Fall Break 
this weekend. 
   Next weekend, HSU will host its 
Homecoming celebration while 
ACU takes a Fall Break. 
   Needless to say, I know that all of 
our students’ normal routines are 
thrown off a bit by these significant 
weekends. That’s why we are going 
to celebrate in our own way tonight  
during The Oaks.  We will have  a photo scavenger hunt around Abilene. So if you’re in town, join us for 
dinner as normally scheduled, here at Aldersgate at 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. After dinner, we will 
group into teams and enjoy the evening snapping photos with one another around town at some of Abilene’s 
most memorable or unique landmarks. We’ll finish up with some dessert or a treat from a local restaurant 
while we share our stories and photos from the evening. 
    If you can not make it tonight, you still can follow along with the fun by checking #theoakshuntabilene on 
Instagram. All are welcome, so if you’re planning on coming, then bring a friend! — Kyle Watson

    If you have or are a student in the 6th – 12th Grade, we want you 
to know that you are INVITED to come worship and fellowship with 
us every Sunday night from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Our youth are split 
into mid-high and high school groups, as we aim to meet 
students’ needs where they are and the kinds of challenges each age 
faces. We have a group of adult leaders that has a passion for working 
with youth and expect to see God move every week! 
   We also offer Sunday School each Sunday morning from 10:05 a.m. 
to 10:55 a.m. During this time,students are challenged with parts of 
the same message they will hear in the service that morning and are 

given the opportunity to talk through any questions they have about it.  We hope that if you are a youth 
(6th-12th Grade), you will join us on Sunday for an opportunity to love God and love people — and fill 
your tummy in the process!  
 Grace and Peace — Daniel Mathis



ALIVE In Creation: Blessing Unleashed
Genesis 12: 1-9
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

INTERPRETATION:  Weird, Crazy, Hard, Bummer…Possible?

Big Questions and a HUGE right turn @ Genesis 12…

The Call and Blessing of Abraham

The Presence of God

Leaving Babel in the dust and joining God is a must!

“True faith isn’t a deal where we use God to get the inside track or a special advantage or a secret magic formula 
for success. It isn’t a mark of superiority or exclusion. True faith is about joining God in God’s love for everyone. 
It’s about seeking goodness with others, not at the expense of others. True faith is seeing a bigger circle in which 
we are all connected, all included, all loved, all blessed.”
                                                                                               Brian McLaren—We Make the Road by Walking p. 26



Growth Group Questions
1. The sermon began with a clip from the movie “Pay it Forward.”  Kevin Spacey’s character, 
Eugene Simonet, inspires Trevor to believe he really can make a difference and be a blessing in the world.  
Who have been the Mr. Simonets in your life?  How have they inspired you?
 

2. Name an experience when you thought that God may be blessing you through another person.  
What kind of impact has that experience had on your life?

3. Write down one thing about this week’s sermon that “especially intrigued, provoked, disturbed, 
challenged, encouraged, warmed, warned, helped, or surprised you.”

 
4. What is your definition of blessing?  What do you think brings God’s blessing?  What do you 
think repels it?

 
 
5. Pastor Steve said, “The beginning of the Abraham narrative in Genesis chapter 12 reveals to us 
that individuals, families, churches, nations, etc., are at their absolute best and are most alive when we 
arrange our lives to be conduits of God’s blessing to others.”  Do you agree or disagree? Why? What one 
thing may you seek to change in your life really soon to be more congruent with this reality? 

6. Now, take a deep breath. Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 slowly and meditatively three times.  
During the first reading, note the word or phrase that sticks out to you the most.  During the second 
reading, note how your life is touched by that word or phrase today.  During the third reading, note how 
God may be calling you to live out faithfully what you have experienced and heard through the reading. 
Share with your group what you discovered in each of the readings.

7. How can the members of your Growth Group support and pray for you this week?



Spotlight on Academy Teachers:  Susan Steele

Missionaries Coming November 23, 2014
    On Sunday, November 23, 2014, at 10:05 a.m. in the Aldersgate Sanctuary, we 
are proud to present a Panama Report by David and Cindy Ceballos.
   Rev. David Ceballos and his wife, Cindy, will begin their tour within the 
NWTX Conference with a visit to Aldersgate UMC.
   As you may know, Aldersgate has supported David and Cindy in their 
ministries, both in Honduras and Panama, for the past five years by sending 
Volunteers in Mission teams, to work with them.

    Some of Aldersgate members were part of their team. On Sunday, November 
23,  the Ceballos will speak briefly at both the Traditional and Contemporary 
worship services. 
    During the Sunday School hour, they will speak at greater length about their 
mission work in Panama.  
    All Sunday School classes that would enjoy hearing more about the Cebellos 
mission, are cordially invited to attend this session, which will be held in the 
sanctuary.
   David and Cindy have a wonderful story to tell, and I know you’ll be interested 
in hearing them speak.  
   There will be a question and answer period at the conclusion of their talk. 
Grace and Peace! — Jack Darnell, Team Leader of the Panama 1 Trip

Hi!  My name is Susan Steele. 
   I grew up in North Carolina and have a degree in English from the 
University of North Carolina. Go Heels!!
  My husband retired from a career in the Air Force and we decided 
that Abilene, Texas would be a good place to raise Nicholas, our 6 year 
old son.
    Aldersgate UMC is our church home now and we are very happy to 
be here.
   I work in class D at the Academy  with  Jackie Leverett with four year 
old students. I enjoy seeing the children’s faces when they are having 
fun learning. Our curriculum is Frog Street which helps teach
children trust and independence. We strive to enrich their minds with the knowledge that God loves them 
and so do we.
       These children are a blessing in my life!
 Grace and Peace! — Susan Steele



Connections:  The Great Hall Art Gallery

Bowie Elementary:  Oh, the Places You Will Go!
   On Wednesday, September 24, every student at Bowie Elementary 
School received a copy of the book “Oh, the Places You Will Go!” 
by Dr. Seuss as a gift from our community of faith. I am grateful to 
all who arranged their schedules to plan and to volunteer at these 
grade-level assemblies. Thank you also to Pastor Steve and our 
friends from McMurry University, President Dr. Sandra Harper 
(shown in the photograph to the left), Dean of Students Vanessa 
Roberts Bryan and Athletic Director Sam Furgeson. 
   The children really enjoyed hearing the stories read by these 
special guests. Most of all, it was such a treat to watch the children 
look inside the cover of their books and find a handwritten note 
of encouragement from one of you.  That would not have been 
possible without those of you who took the time on the afternoon of 
September 7, to write the notes in 700 books.

   The books were purchased by the Mission Task Force with Faith Promise funds, which are pledged by you, 
the congregation, for missional efforts locally and abroad. So thank you for that, too! God continues to work 
through our partnership with Bowie. Thanks be to God! — Amy Wilson Feltz

 As you walked into church this morning, I hope you 
noticed that things look a little different. Today marks 
the great unveiling of our main hallway! I encourage you 
to take some time to walk through the hall and enjoy the 
new additions. These include a welcome center, coffee 
bar, new seating, and information monitors. 
  On the west wall ,you will see 33 beautiful photographs 
that help tell the story of Aldersgate.
  If you don’t already know, our mission statement is: 
Raising up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus. 

  These photographs speak to God’s transforming work within the life of this congregation in a new and 
creative way. As a member of this community, you have partnered with God in bringing about the Kingdom 
of God in our church, Abilene, and the world! 
   You have traveled near and far to serve people you have never met, worked in the heat of the day in the 
Open Door Community Garden, loved hundreds of families through Aldersgate Academy, and formed 
relationships with students of all ages at Bowie Elementary and McMurry University. We, my friends, are 
becoming a community of Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus!  — Jessica Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (10.5.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $23,715.12
Received Month-to-Date = $22,205.12
Received Year-to-Date = $589,846.97
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Leslie Kitchell
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Shirli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 170                      
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=170 

Total Worship Service Attendance=340                                                   
 Sunday school=219

The Oaks =20

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval

Aldersgate UMC will sponsor a Defensive Driving Course on October 20th and 21st 
in the Chapel from 6:30-9:30 pm. The cost is $25.00. Anyone  interested is welcome to 
attend.  You will be eligible for a discount on your car insurance after taking this course. 
Call Carolyn at 672-7893 to sign up. The deadline to sign up is October 17, 2014.

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Maudene Gilbreath and family upon the death 
of her husband, Dan, on October 8, 2014. 



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

        ALIVE In the Word                                                                                                 
                                              Pastor  Steve                          

Below is a list of sermon related passages 
and a list of passages that will take you 
through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  
                  SermonPassages                             
Sunday:                Genesis 12: 1-9             
Monday:               Psalm 1 
Tuesday:               Mark 11: 15-19           
Wednesday:           II Corinthians 2: 6-15  
Thursday:               Galatians 3: 1-9 
Friday:               Ephesians 1: 3-14
Saturday:               Revelation 1: 1-3,
               Revelation 22: 12-21
         Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:               Exodus 19-21
Monday:                Exodus 22-24
Tuesday:               Exodus 25-27
Wednesday:          Exodus 28-29
Thursday:               Exodus 30-32
Friday:                 Exodus 33-35
Saturday:               Exodus 36-38
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
and engaging re-

   Two Views:

  View One:  In the early 1990s, I visited a 
seminary to consider pursuing my Master of 
Divinity degree there.  I listened to one of the 
students present a sermon in a preaching class, 

and I found myself disturbed. This student completely stripped the story 
of one of Jesus’ miracles of any supernatural power and drew a simple, 
moralistic outcome.  After the class was over, I shared my concerns 
with the professor. He tried to be understanding, but he  ended our 
conversation by saying, “I believe the Bible is full of stories that we can 
pick and choose from in order to help us live our lives.” I was stunned 
that anyone could say something so flippant about the Word of God.

   View Two:  Have you ever seen a bumper sticker or billboard or heard 
someone say something like, “God said it. I believe it. That settles it!”  
I get the point. People who share this belief place a premium on the 
authority, reliability, and trustworthiness of Scripture. What stuns me 
is that people make the assumption that the Bible is there for us to give 
blind assent to and that this is most pleasing to God.  This just does 
not seem to jive with passages such Galatians 5:6 — “The only thing 
that counts is faith expressing itself through love.” I wonder if folks who 
subscribe to sayings like this would follow through with gouging out 
their eye and/or chopping off their hand? (See Matthew 18:8-9).  That 
would settle it!

   These two views represent the extremes of the Bible’s place in the life 
of a follower of Jesus. The first group picks and chooses and is proud of 
it. The second group picks and chooses because this belief does not end 
in complete adherence to the text as the phrase “that settles it” would 
imply.  We all, myself included, need to get honest with ourselves and 
admit that we pick and choose and that this can’t be the best approach. 
Staying in the extremes and lobbing rocks at each other can’t be the best, 
either.  We must be willing to wrestle with the Bible in a way that brings 
deep wholeness and transformation. To that end, I heartily recommend 
the book mentioned to the right of this article, “The Blue Parakeet,” as 
we seek a third, better and more honest way of reading, understanding 
and living Scripture!  
 
   Grace and Peace!

examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10. Grace 
and Peace! —  Pastor Steve and Pastor 
Amy


